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At Colebourne we C.A.R.E 

End of half term  

Happy half term. There are lots of local activities taking place over half term 

– see later in this update for details. 

Plus – as always in the October half term – it’s time to try to ‘CATCH A 

FALLING LEAF’ – See later for details. 

We wish Mrs. Taylor all the best as she starts her maternity leave. 

We welcome Mrs Jones as the new 1M teaching assistant and look forward 

to working with her.  
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DIARY DATES 
 

Friday 24th October Last Day of the Half Term 

Monday 3rd November Start of the 2nd Half of Autumn Term 

Monday 10th November 
Prospective Parents for Reception (Sept 2026)  

Online Welcome Meeting, 4.30pm 

Thursday 13th November 
Prospective Parents for Reception (Sept 2026)  

School tours – book via the school website 

Tuesday 18th November,  
09:00 – 09:45 

RN phonics workshop for parents in hall 

Thursday 20th November,  
09:00 – 09:45 

RT phonics workshop for parents in hall 

Thursday 20th November,  
16:30 – 17:30 

Nursery and Reception Late night Story Time 

Friday 21st November Children in Need – details to follow 

Tuesday 25th November Victorian themed lunch - Year 2 

Tuesday 9th December, 08:50 Celebration Assembly (Years 1 – 3) 

Wednesday 10th December,  
15:30 – 17:00 

Christmas Fair 

Tuesday 16th December, 09:15 Christmas Songs to parents (Y1-3) 

Wednesday 17th December, 09:15 Christmas Songs to parents (Y4-6) 

Wednesday 17th December Children’s Christmas Lunch Day 

Thursday 18th December 
Last day of Term – all children finish 12.40pm (No clubs) 

 (Pizza Party for all children before dismissal)  
Plus: Non-uniform/Christmas Jumpers 

Tuesday 5th January Start of the 1st Half of Spring Term 

Tuesday 5th January Colebourne 90th Anniversary Day – details to follow 

Thursday 8th January 
Prospective Parents for Reception (Sept 2026)  

School tours – book via the school website 

Thursday 22nd January M&M Productions - evening panto - Sleeping Beauty 
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Spooky Craft event 

Massive thanks to all those who contributed to the Spooky Craft event. Our 

creativity was Spook-tastic! 
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Compass Parent Coffee morning – Wednesday 5th November, 8:45 – 

10:00 

Another great opportunity to hear from Compass – this time there is a focus 

on emotions and behaviour. It can be hard when a child is dysregulated, 

shouting or being ‘rude’, or if they present as being very quiet or subdued.  

Come and explore this and more with the Compass team and hopefully take 

away some ideas and understanding about this area. 

This is an in-person event and there will also be a option to join online via 

TEAMS – a link will be posted on class dojo the day before.. 
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Reading Newsletter 
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Half Term Challenge – Catch a falling leaf  

It’s that time of the year again where we 

try one of our favourite 50 Things 

activities: CATCH A FALLING LEAF.  

This sounds simple but it can ‘leaf’ you 

feeling frustrated.  

Your challenge, should you wish the 

accept it, is to get a video of you 

catching a falling leaf and then send to Mr. Guest.  

1. Capture a video of you catching a falling leaf  

2. Crop the video to show just the part where you are chasing and 

catching the leaf (a few seconds)  

3. Email the video to Mr. Guest: s.guest@colebourne.bham.sch.uk –  

• please put the subject: as catch a falling leaf  

• please put your childs full name and class in the subject or the 

body of the email  

If we have enough videos, I will try to put them together in a short video 

to share with you after half term.  

Why not go on an autumn walk to a park and catch the leaf there?  

Out top local parks and walks are:  

• Stechford Hall Park – Stechford Rd  

• Cole Valley – back of the school access on far side of the Raven  

• Hodge Hill Common   

• Glebe Farm recreation ground - 116 Middle Leaford   

 

You can see more about our 50 Things on the school website: 

https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/50-things/    

 

mailto:s.guest@colebourne.bham.sch.uk
https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/50-things/
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Barnardo’s Newsletter and information 

 

 

Barnardo's are the lead for Hodge Hill and Yardley early help and organise 

or signpost families to a range of support and community events. There is 

lots going on locally and they have just released the families newsletter, 

which can be found here: NEWSLETTER  

They also have a new social media FACEBOOK page click here – they post 

regular events and updates! 

Upcpming events include: 

Free Housing awareness session on Tues 4th Nov from 10 - 11.30am at 

Anthony Road Children's Centre - the event link is here and the poster later 

in this update.  

Free SEND session on Weds 19th Nov from 10 - 11.30am at Gilbertstone 

Primary School - the event link is here and the poster later in this update. 

We are also running a free Family Fun Day on Weds 29th at Oasis Blakenhale 

Community Hub from 10.30am - 2.30pm, flyer attached - please share all of 

these events with your families! 

 

 

https://mail.barnardos.org.uk/cr/AQjpuAQQydugBxjH2KuAARKUKENwFgvvyZjcSveyNfnPd8xGMtoIWLTZV7cvymeW
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61580073274538
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/housing-advice-session-tickets-1796520604489?aff=oddtdtcreator&_gl=1%2A1u8md0k%2A_up%2AMQ..%2A_ga%2AMTAyMTk1ODU3OS4xNzYwMDkzODQ5%2A_ga_TQVES5V6SH%2AczE3NjAwOTM4NDkkbzEkZzAkdDE3NjAwOTM4NDkkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/send-support-session-tickets-1796524445979?aff=oddtdtcreator&_gl=1%2Ay29zs3%2A_up%2AMQ..%2A_ga%2AMTQwNDQxMjc3Mi4xNzYwMDg4MjU3%2A_ga_TQVES5V6SH%2AczE3NjAwOTM3OTMkbzIkZzAkdDE3NjAwOTM3OTMkajYwJGwwJGgw
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Family Fun Session – 29th October 
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Early Help – SEND Support Session – 19th November 
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Housing Advice Session – 4th November 
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Early Help – Family Hubs information 
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Financial Support – DWP – Drop in sessions 

 

Better Housing information 
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Half Term Activities 

 

Castle Bromwich Hall Gardens 
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On Weds 29 October from 10.30am – 12.30pm 

At Green Lane Masjid, 20 Green Lane, B9 5DB 

Women & children only (boys 10 and under) 
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Cineworld - £2 half term films 
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Kids eat Free (or£1) 

- 
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Neurodiverse and Non-visible disability Football 
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Applications for Year 7 

Current Year 6 children can apply for a secondary school place.  

DEADLINE IS 31st OCTOBER 

For those living in Birmingham this should be 

done via the local authority admissions 

website: 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20119/school_admissions/1778/appl

y_for_a_secondary_school_year_7_place  

You can list up to six different secondary schools as preferences in your 

application. This can include schools outside of Birmingham. 

Here are the local schools which we strongly advice are included as at least 

one of your 6 options otherwise your child could be left with an out of area 

offer including school not listed on their form. 

Hodge Hill College                     Washwood Heath Academy 
Hodge Hill Girls School                     Saltley Academy  

 

Before you submit your application 

Read the guidance below before submitting your online 
application. 

Download Parent’s guidance to submit online application, 
change of preferences and password resets 

  

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20119/school_admissions/1778/apply_for_a_secondary_school_year_7_place
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20119/school_admissions/1778/apply_for_a_secondary_school_year_7_place
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/downloads/file/27664/parent_s_guidance_to_submit_online_application_change_of_preferences_and_password_resets
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/downloads/file/27664/parent_s_guidance_to_submit_online_application_change_of_preferences_and_password_resets
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Reception Admissions for September 2026 

Please share our reception 2026 meetings with anyone you know who have 

a child of the age for reception for September 2026. 

Thank you. 

 

https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/admissions/  

https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/admissions/
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 Items from previous updates: 
 

 

 

Pupil absence reporting 

A reminder of how to report a pupil absence. 

Please phone the school office number – 0121 675 8500 (The online form 
is no longer be available). 

Follow the options to report an absence.  

You will be prompted to leave a voice mail message giving details of: 

• Your child’s name 

• Your child’s class 

• A brief explanation of the reason for absence. 

Please note – this message can be left in home language if needed as our 
system can automatically translate. 

Please aim to leave your absence message by 8.40am on the first day of 
absence. 

Please note – voice messages are recorded and stored for reasons of 
absence. 

Holidays in Term Time 

Please remember that Department for Education guidance means that we 
are not able to authorise holidays in term time. Please avoid booking these. 

 

School Dinner Menus 

Please see the next page for the dinner menus for this term. Please 

note that occasionally menu items do change where we have 

supplier issues. 
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Annual Calendar for the school year 

To help parents with arrangements, here is an overview of the 

main school dates for next school year. 

Please remember we are unable to authorise holidays in term time; 

please book any of these in the school holidays. 
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Term dates and staff training days for the year 

The updated term dates and the staff training days are on the school 

website: https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/diary-and-term-dates/  

Easy fundraising: Raise money for Colebourne while you shop:  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/colebourneprimary 

Extreme Weather Response 

At Colebourne we have an extreme weather policy which supports us in 

ensuring the safety of pupils, staff, and families. 

You can see the full policy via the policies link on the new school website 

parents’ section: https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/parents/  

School Policy Reminders 

 

Label clothing and equipment 

Please label children’s clothing – especially jumpers, coats and lunchboxes. 

Items with names on get back to their owners much faster! 

Start times and pick up times 

Start times: 

The playground gates open at 8.30am. All pupils should be in class by 

8.40pm. 

The top gates are closed promptly at 8.40am. 

Arrivals after this time should walk around to the school office via the 

vehicle entrance. 

Pick up times: 

3.20pm (Monday to Thursday) 

12.40 (Friday) 

Reception doors open 5 minutes before these times to allow parents to 

collect reception children before collecting other children. 

https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/diary-and-term-dates/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/colebourneprimary
https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/parents/
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We ask that parents collect children from Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 BEFORE 

collecting siblings from Year 1 and 2; this helps us clear the playground at 

the end of the day. 

Nuts:  

Children should not bring any items containing nuts into school.  

Water Bottles: 

Please ensure you child has a fresh water bottle each day. It is important for 

their health and learning that they stay hydrated. 

Healthy snack: 

Please remember to send only healthy snacks for your child to enjoy during 

the school day. Thank you for supporting our commitment to healthy 

eating. 

Birthday Treats:  

We ask that birthday treats are not bought into school; this includes food 

items and gift bags. 

Jewellery:  

The only jewellery allowed in schools is studded earrings and watches (No 

devices with any recording function); All jewellery MUST be removed for 

PE and swimming; we suggest jewellery is left at home on PE and 

Swimming days. 

School uniform and PE Kit:  

Details of our school unform and supplies is available on the school website: 

https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/school-uniform/  

Please remember that PE kit is PLAIN BLACK shorts or jogging bottoms and 

COLOURED PE T-SHIRT (House colour) 

  

https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/school-uniform/
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Useful Links for Parents 

 

Home learning grids 
Additional learning opportunities each half term 

Home learning grids 

 

BBC Bitesize  
Lots of links to learning and skills 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary/ 

 

Oak National Academy 
A huge range of lessons, resources and subjects  

Oak National Academy  
 

We also have some of our subscription services such as …. 

 

Doodle 
A great platform to learn and practise key skills for maths 

and English 
https://www.doodlemaths.com/ 

 

Times Tables Rockstars 
Practice your times tables and quick maths recall skills 

https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student 
 

 

Year group expectation sheets: 
Key expectation sheets 

Email address for parents: 
parents@colebourne.bham.sch.uk 

School information for parents: 
https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/parents/  

Term Dates: 
https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/diary-and-term-dates/  

Easy fundraising: Raise money for Colebourne while you shop: 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/colebourneprimary 

Free school meals checker: 
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/oefe/birmingham/provider  

School policies:  School policies 

PARENTING AND HEALTH SUPPORT 

https://colebourne.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/public/EsU7JkO0-AFKpxyd4F2oOs0BVqdeXBAkVN4ceskW8bvXhw?e=1krDI1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary/
https://classroom.thenational.academy/
https://www.doodlemaths.com/
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student
https://colebourne.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/public/Eh6PS0svrkJNiBlAcniNpBEBCPM9mAtBcj0yuuJOQHX_Fg?e=9URUJa
mailto:parents@colebourne.bham.sch.uk
https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/parents/
https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/diary-and-term-dates/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/colebourneprimary
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/oefe/birmingham/provider
https://colebourne.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/public/EoqIkRywNihCtw2Q5WocFw4BT23MnFMrVdRyK4LZw4sQlA?e=vqRtuo
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NHS Advice and guidance 
The place for trusted NHS advice and guidance 

to help you have a healthy and happy baby 
during pregnancy, birth and parenthood. 

https://www.nhs.uk/start-for-life/early-learning-development/ 

 

BBC Wellbeing site 
 – video and help for parents own mental health 

and that of their children 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/groups/cw9v6l8d0q6t 

 

BBC bitesize parents 
Tips, advice and activity ideas for being a parent 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/parents 

 

Birmingham School Health Support Service 
Lots of health related links and support for 

children and families including: the 
 school nurse; Community paediatric and child 

development centres; Forward thinking 
Birmingham…And much more 

Birmingham School Health Support Service 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

 

 

Water Bill Support 

The Big Difference Scheme can offer a reduction of 
water bills to any Severn Trent customer with 
a household income below £23,492.  

Households with child dependants may be eligible 
for an additional income allowance more than this 
amount. 

https://www.stwater.co.uk/my-account/help-when-you-need-it/help-
with-paying-your-bill/big-difference-scheme/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/start-for-life/early-learning-development/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/groups/cw9v6l8d0q6t
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/parents
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20014/schools_and_learning/692/home_education/7
https://www.stwater.co.uk/my-account/help-when-you-need-it/help-with-paying-your-bill/big-difference-scheme/
https://www.stwater.co.uk/my-account/help-when-you-need-it/help-with-paying-your-bill/big-difference-scheme/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/groups/cw9v6l8d0q6t
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/groups/cw9v6l8d0q6t
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Broadband - Social tariffs  

Most broadband providers have social tariffs 
broadband is an option for people in lower-income 
households. If you’re receiving Universal Credit, 
Pension Credit or certain other government 
benefits, you could be eligible. 

https://www.virginmedia.com/broadband/low-income-families 

https://www.bt.com/broadband/home-essentials  

 

 

https://www.virginmedia.com/broadband/low-income-families
https://www.bt.com/broadband/home-essentials

