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At Colebourne we C.A.R.E 

Children in Need  

 

Children in Need is on Friday 14th November. 

Children may come to school in non-uniform or 

spotted attire! A collection bucket will be out 

on the driveway before and after school. 

 

You can also order a 'Children in Need Cupcake' for your child for this day. 

The cost is £1 and can be ordered via the Arbor app for each of your 

children who you want to have one. These will be delivered to your child at 

snack time on Friday 14th November with all profits going to Children in 

Need. Please order these by 9am on Wednesday 12th November. Please 

note: If your child has any allergies or dietary requirements we will provide 

a suitable alternative for them.Children in Need is on Friday 14th November. 

Children may come to school in non-uniform or spotted attire! A collection 

bucket will be out on the driveway before and after school.  
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DIARY DATES 
 

Monday 10th November 
Prospective Parents for Reception (Sept 2026)  

Online Welcome Meeting, 4.30pm 

Tuesday 11th November 

Remembrance Day   
Children who are part of a uniformed organisation (e.g. scouts, 

guides, air cadets) may come to school in their organisation 
uniform.  

Thursday 13th November 
Prospective Parents for Reception (Sept 2026)  

School tours – book via the school website 

Friday 14th November Children in Need – see later 

Tuesday 18th November,  
09:00 – 09:45 

RN phonics workshop for parents in hall 

Thursday 20th November,  
09:00 – 09:45 

RT phonics workshop for parents in hall 

Thursday 20th November,  
16:30 – 17:30 

Nursery and Reception Late night Story Time 

Tuesday 25th November Victorian themed lunch - Year 2 

Thursday 27th November Children’s Flu Vaccines 

Friday 5th December 
Non-uniform day  

- Bring and Teddy or chocolate donation for the Christmas Fair- 

Tuesday 9th December, 08:50 Celebration Assembly (Years 1 – 3) 

Wednesday 10th December,  
15:30 – 17:00 

Christmas Fair 

Thursday 11th December, 08:50 Celebration Assembly (Years 4 – 6) 

Tuesday 16th December, 09:15 Christmas Songs to parents (Y1-3) 

Wednesday 17th December, 09:15 Christmas Songs to parents (Y4-6) 

Wednesday 17th December Children’s Christmas Lunch Day 

Thursday 18th December 
Last day of Term – all children finish 12.40pm (No clubs) 

 (Pizza Party for all children before dismissal)  
Plus: Non-uniform/Christmas Jumpers 

Tuesday 6th January Start of the 1st Half of Spring Term 

Tuesday 6th January Colebourne 90th Anniversary Day – details to follow 

Thursday 8th January 
Prospective Parents for Reception (Sept 2026)  

School tours – book via the school website 

Thursday 22nd January M&M Productions - evening panto - Sleeping Beauty 
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Autumn Poem 

 

Well done to Maira in Year 5 who brought in a great Autumn Poem she had 

written outside of school 
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Christmas Fair 

 

 

STALL BOOKING LINK: Christmas Fair Stall Holder BOOKING FORM 

https://forms.office.com/e/Rws7L1KLmf
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50 Things Challenge – Catch a falling leaf – register for a certificate  

If you child has caught a falling leaf – please 

complete this short form so that I can issue them 

with a certificate.  

Children have until Monday 17th November, 9am to 

catch a leaf and submit the form.  

If you managed to get the catch on video, please send that moment 

to s.guest@colebourne.bham.sch.uk with the subject: Leaf, as we may 

create a short compilation video.  

Catch a Falling Leaf Certificate Form 

Reception Admissions for September 2026 

 Applications are now open for Reception class entry for September 2025. 

The closing date is 15th January 2025.   

If you would like your child to get a place in our reception, you need to 

make an application directly to the local authority where you live – for most 

people this will be Birmingham.  

Apply via the local authority website  

 https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions  

You must apply on time. If you apply late, you are less likely to get offered a 

place at any of your preferred schools. Applications received after the 

closing date will be classed as late applications and will not be processed 

until after the offer of places which usually take place in mid April  

• attendance at a nursery class does not give a child automatic priority 

for a place – you MUST still apply via the Local Authority  

• do not wait until your child is 5 years old, or your preferred school 

may already be full  

You can list up to 3 preferred schools when you apply.  

Visit  http://birmingham.gov.uk/school-admissions for more details.  

 

 

mailto:s.guest@colebourne.bham.sch.uk
https://forms.office.com/e/d4Hz6SkyD1
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions
http://birmingham.gov.uk/school-admissions
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Please share our reception 2026 meetings with anyone you know who have 

a child of the age for reception for September 2026. 

Thank you. 

 

https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/admissions/  

 

https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/admissions/
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Extreme Weather Response  

At Colebourne we have an extreme weather policy which supports us in 

ensuring the safety of pupils, staff and families.  

You can see the full policy via the policies link on the new school 

website parents section: https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/parents/   

This policy outlines our procedures and actions in response to extreme 

weather conditions, particularly when yellow and red warnings are issued 

by the relevant authorities. Please note the following 

information regarding how we communicate any changes with parents:  

Please note:   

▪ School is open unless a message is sent to say otherwise.   

▪ We will always announce any unexpected school closure via Class Dojo 
AND direct in-app message via Arbor. If there is no message – there is 
no closure.   

▪ Parents should not need to call the office or message staff to ask if we 
are open or closed – they should check messages first.   

▪ We DO NOT typically message parents to say school is open, UNLESS 
there is significant snow and we wish to be clear regarding school 
being open.   

Easy fundraising: Raise money for Colebourne while you shop 

 https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/colebourneprimary  

Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you shop online. Over 

7,000 brands will donate to us, including all the big names like eBay, John 

Lewis & Partners, Argos, ASOS, Expedia, M&S, Just Eat, Uswitch and many 

more! This means you can raise FREE donations for us no matter 

what you’re buying. If you haven’t signed up to support us yet, it’s easy and 

completely FREE. These donations 

really help us, so it would be great 

if you could take a moment to get 

started! You can find 

our easyfundraising page 

here: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/colebourneprimary/   

https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/parents/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/colebourneprimary
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/colebourneprimary/
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Operation SNAP – West Midlands Police  
https://www.westmidlands.police.uk/police-forces/west-midlands-

police/areas/campaigns/campaigns/operation-snap/  

At Colebourne, a small minority of parents commit driving offences in and around the 

school grounds, including parking on verges, on corners of roads and on the crossing.   

If you take a photo or video, this can now be sent directly to the police via Operation 

Snap  

Please see information from West Midlands Police about Operation Snap  

  

We want to make sure our roads are as safe as possible for all users. That's why we 

have Operation Snap (Op Snap) - and we need your help.  

If you see anyone committing driving offences on our roads and it's captured on your 

dashcam, CCTV or a mobile phone by a passenger, we want you to send it in to us.  

Offences might include:  

• dangerous driving  

• using a mobile phone while driving  

• not wearing a seatbelt  

• failing to stop at a red traffic light  

• using a trailer in lane three of a motorway  

• crossing solid white lines  

• other offences where a driver is clearly not in proper control of a vehicle  

Every piece of footage sent to Op Snap is reviewed by specially-trained staff.  

If an offence is identified, the driver can be prosecuted or told to take a driver 

improvement course.  

 

 

https://www.westmidlands.police.uk/police-forces/west-midlands-police/areas/campaigns/campaigns/operation-snap/
https://www.westmidlands.police.uk/police-forces/west-midlands-police/areas/campaigns/campaigns/operation-snap/
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Early Help – Family Hubs information 
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Supporting Parents through the early years – FREE 8 week 

programme 
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 Items from previous updates: 
 

 

 

Pupil absence reporting 

A reminder of how to report a pupil absence. 

Please phone the school office number – 0121 675 8500 (The online form 
is no longer be available). 

Follow the options to report an absence.  

You will be prompted to leave a voice mail message giving details of: 

• Your child’s name 

• Your child’s class 

• A brief explanation of the reason for absence. 

Please note – this message can be left in home language if needed as our 
system can automatically translate. 

Please aim to leave your absence message by 8.40am on the first day of 
absence. 

Please note – voice messages are recorded and stored for reasons of 
absence. 

Holidays in Term Time 

Please remember that Department for Education guidance means that we 
are not able to authorise holidays in term time. Please avoid booking these. 

 

School Dinner Menus 

Please see the next page for the dinner menus for this term. Please 

note that occasionally menu items do change where we have 

supplier issues. 
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Neurodiverse and Non-visible disability Football 
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Catch a falling leaf challenge 

It’s that time of the year again where we 

try one of our favourite 50 Things 

activities: CATCH A FALLING LEAF.  

This sounds simple but it can ‘leaf’ you 

feeling frustrated.  

Your challenge, should you wish the 

accept it, is to get a video of you 

catching a falling leaf and then send to Mr. Guest.  

1. Capture a video of you catching a falling leaf  

2. Crop the video to show just the part where you are chasing and 

catching the leaf (a few seconds)  

3. Email the video to Mr. Guest: s.guest@colebourne.bham.sch.uk –  

• please put the subject: as catch a falling leaf  

• please put your childs full name and class in the subject or the 

body of the email  

If we have enough videos, I will try to put them together in a short video 

to share with you. 

Why not go on an autumn walk to a park and catch the leaf there?  

Out top local parks and walks are:  

• Stechford Hall Park – Stechford Rd  

• Cole Valley – back of the school access on far side of the Raven  

• Hodge Hill Common   

• Glebe Farm recreation ground - 116 Middle Leaford   

You can see more about our 50 Things on the school website: 

https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/50-things/    

 

 
 

  

mailto:s.guest@colebourne.bham.sch.uk
https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/50-things/
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Annual Calendar for the school year 

To help parents with arrangements, here is an overview of the 

main school dates for next school year. 

Please remember we are unable to authorise holidays in term time; 

please book any of these in the school holidays. 
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Term dates and staff training days for the year 

The updated term dates and the staff training days are on the school 

website: https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/diary-and-term-dates/  

Easy fundraising: Raise money for Colebourne while you shop:  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/colebourneprimary 

Extreme Weather Response 

At Colebourne we have an extreme weather policy which supports us in 

ensuring the safety of pupils, staff, and families. 

You can see the full policy via the policies link on the new school website 

parents’ section: https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/parents/  

School Policy Reminders 

 

Label clothing and equipment 

Please label children’s clothing – especially jumpers, coats and lunchboxes. 

Items with names on get back to their owners much faster! 

Start times and pick up times 

Start times: 

The playground gates open at 8.30am. All pupils should be in class by 

8.40pm. 

The top gates are closed promptly at 8.40am. 

Arrivals after this time should walk around to the school office via the 

vehicle entrance. 

Pick up times: 

3.20pm (Monday to Thursday) 

12.40 (Friday) 

Reception doors open 5 minutes before these times to allow parents to 

collect reception children before collecting other children. 

https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/diary-and-term-dates/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/colebourneprimary
https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/parents/
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We ask that parents collect children from Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 BEFORE 

collecting siblings from Year 1 and 2; this helps us clear the playground at 

the end of the day. 

Nuts:  

Children should not bring any items containing nuts into school.  

Water Bottles: 

Please ensure you child has a fresh water bottle each day. It is important for 

their health and learning that they stay hydrated. 

Healthy snack: 

Please remember to send only healthy snacks for your child to enjoy during 

the school day. Thank you for supporting our commitment to healthy 

eating. 

Birthday Treats:  

We ask that birthday treats are not bought into school; this includes food 

items and gift bags. 

Jewellery:  

The only jewellery allowed in schools is studded earrings and watches (No 

devices with any recording function); All jewellery MUST be removed for 

PE and swimming; we suggest jewellery is left at home on PE and 

Swimming days. 

School uniform and PE Kit:  

Details of our school unform and supplies is available on the school website: 

https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/school-uniform/  

Please remember that PE kit is PLAIN BLACK shorts or jogging bottoms and 

COLOURED PE T-SHIRT (House colour) 

  

https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/school-uniform/
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Useful Links for Parents 

 

Home learning grids 
Additional learning opportunities each half term 

Home learning grids 

 

BBC Bitesize  
Lots of links to learning and skills 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary/ 

 

Oak National Academy 
A huge range of lessons, resources and subjects  

Oak National Academy  
 

We also have some of our subscription services such as …. 

 

Doodle 
A great platform to learn and practise key skills for maths 

and English 
https://www.doodlemaths.com/ 

 

Times Tables Rockstars 
Practice your times tables and quick maths recall skills 

https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student 
 

 

Year group expectation sheets: 
Key expectation sheets 

Email address for parents: 
parents@colebourne.bham.sch.uk 

School information for parents: 
https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/parents/  
Term Dates: 
https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/diary-and-term-dates/  
Easy fundraising: Raise money for Colebourne while you shop: 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/colebourneprimary 
Free school meals checker: 
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/oefe/birmingham/provider  
School policies:  School policies 

PARENTING AND HEALTH SUPPORT 

https://colebourne.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/public/EsU7JkO0-AFKpxyd4F2oOs0BVqdeXBAkVN4ceskW8bvXhw?e=1krDI1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary/
https://classroom.thenational.academy/
https://www.doodlemaths.com/
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student
https://colebourne.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/public/Eh6PS0svrkJNiBlAcniNpBEBCPM9mAtBcj0yuuJOQHX_Fg?e=9URUJa
mailto:parents@colebourne.bham.sch.uk
https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/parents/
https://www.colebourne.bham.sch.uk/diary-and-term-dates/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/colebourneprimary
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/oefe/birmingham/provider
https://colebourne.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/public/EoqIkRywNihCtw2Q5WocFw4BT23MnFMrVdRyK4LZw4sQlA?e=vqRtuo
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NHS Advice and guidance 
The place for trusted NHS advice and guidance 

to help you have a healthy and happy baby 
during pregnancy, birth and parenthood. 

https://www.nhs.uk/start-for-life/early-learning-development/ 

 

BBC Wellbeing site 
 – video and help for parents own mental health 

and that of their children 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/groups/cw9v6l8d0q6t 

 

BBC bitesize parents 
Tips, advice and activity ideas for being a parent 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/parents 

 

Birmingham School Health Support Service 
Lots of health related links and support for 

children and families including: the 
 school nurse; Community paediatric and child 

development centres; Forward thinking 
Birmingham…And much more 

Birmingham School Health Support Service 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

 

 

Water Bill Support 

The Big Difference Scheme can offer a reduction of 
water bills to any Severn Trent customer with 
a household income below £23,492.  

Households with child dependants may be eligible 
for an additional income allowance more than this 
amount. 

https://www.stwater.co.uk/my-account/help-when-you-need-it/help-
with-paying-your-bill/big-difference-scheme/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/start-for-life/early-learning-development/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/groups/cw9v6l8d0q6t
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/parents
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20014/schools_and_learning/692/home_education/7
https://www.stwater.co.uk/my-account/help-when-you-need-it/help-with-paying-your-bill/big-difference-scheme/
https://www.stwater.co.uk/my-account/help-when-you-need-it/help-with-paying-your-bill/big-difference-scheme/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/groups/cw9v6l8d0q6t
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/groups/cw9v6l8d0q6t
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Broadband - Social tariffs  

Most broadband providers have social tariffs 
broadband is an option for people in lower-income 
households. If you’re receiving Universal Credit, 
Pension Credit or certain other government 
benefits, you could be eligible. 

https://www.virginmedia.com/broadband/low-income-families 

https://www.bt.com/broadband/home-essentials  

 

Financial Support – DWP – Drop in sessions 

 

  

https://www.virginmedia.com/broadband/low-income-families
https://www.bt.com/broadband/home-essentials
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Better Housing information 

 

 

 


