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Hodge Hill Primary School stands in a pleasant, residential district in the
north-cast area of the city. It was opened in two wooden huts in 1936, and later,
as nunbers rapidly increased, transferred to new, permanent buildings in 1937. A%
present the school premises consist of the permanent buildings containing six
classrooms and a hall, six classrooms in wooden huts and two H.O.R.S,4. rooms. The
wooden huts are difficult to heat and to keep dry, and they contain inadegquate
cloakroom accommodation for the children who use them, The school was not intended
to accommodate as many as the present roll of 666 children, and washing facilities
(17 wash basins) and sanitary provision (14 w.cs and 2 urinals each 14 feet long)
are totelly inadequate for the 15 classes. One lavatory containing 7 wash basins
is also used as a weshing-up room, and this arrangement reduces the children's
washing facilities at that time of the day when they are most needed. While the
school is at present over-crowded the medical room is used as a classroom for 27
children, and some needlecraft lessons necessarily take place in the hall, where
backless forms from air raid shelters provide unsuitable seating for these young
children. The school has a film projector, & radiogram, which may shortly need
replacing, two portable gramophones and about 50 well-chosen gramophone records.

The Headmaster, who was appointed to his present post in 1952, has had consider-
able experience as a teacner and as a headmaster. He has a strong sense of vocation,
and he undertakes a regular and a substantial share of teaching. His friendly, wise
and enlightened leadership has gained for him the confidence and loysl support of
his staff of six masters and ten mistresses, two of whom are ungualified. Several
are experienced teachers, but the majority have taught for less then five years.,

They form a happy and successful team, and amongst them two or three are highly

competent. The classes vary in size from the unwieldy numbers of 54 and 52 in the
fourth year to 36 in the reception class and 27 in the remedial class in the small
medical room. It is expected that after this year fewer infants will be admitted,

The children arec generally well taught, they are encouraged to read widely,
and it is not surprising to find them, on the whole, lively, responsive and
knowledgeable, Good teaching and eager children combine to produce a high level of
reading ability in the top infants® classes, and the thoughtful and patient teaching
of the boys and girls in the remedial class is proving so successful that many of
them should soon return to their normal classes. Beyond the first year Jjunior
classes there sre no weak readers in the school, Literature studies occupy a fair
share of the time devoted to English, and narrative poetry, especially, and selected
prose are read to the children regularly. The spcntaneous and fluent writing of
the older infants is freely correlated with other activities, and this pattern of
relating creative writing to other aspects of the curriculum in interesting ways is
followed throughout the school with promising results, Class magazines are populer,
and the clder juniors, by means of group and individual studies in History and
Geogrophy, are encouraged to seek information from books, which they use as the
basis of valuable free writing,

. One of the chief merits of the History and Geography schemes is the successful

attempt to link the studies, whenever possible, with the childrents lives and
enviromment, Weather records are kept, and through these the older children are
introduced to simple graphs, Visits are made to selected places in the locality
and occasionally to places farther afield, and it is stimulating to see the rela-
tively well-informed oldest infants finding their way about a very large class-made
wall map of their immediate neighbourhood. On cccasions both subjects are associated
with Art ana Craft. The realistic and practical number work of the infanis' classes
reaches the same pleasing high level as does their reading and writing (and, indeed,
their other work). The junior classes, too, are making satisfactory progress in
arithmetic: some simple geometry is sensibly introduced into the syllabus and
regular spez2d tests stimulate brisk working, though here and there higher standards
of presentation should be expected.

The nusiczl interests of the Headmaster are rsflected in both the quality and
guantity of music in the school, and he has encoursged as many members of the staff
as possible to take their own classes for the subject, Many do with commendable
success. lMovement and singing gemes play an important part in helping the children
to identify themselves with music of various kinds, and their response is naturasl
and lively. Leter, through the playing of percussion instruments, recorders and,
in the top class, xylophones made by the boys, the understanding of musical struc=-
turc and lenguage is developed. The singing, both in classes and in the assembly,
is of good quelity., Art and Craft, too, is developing rapidly and successfully,
and on the classroom walls are attractive displays of pichorial work and some
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pattern work. Perhaps, now, it would be opportune to encourage the girls, especially,
to develop and apply pattern work to aspects c¢f their needlecraft, The older boys
are keen to satisfy their urge to model and to construct with various materials:
especially are they successful with puppets, clay, wood and waste materials. In
several classes the children make useful folders and book covers which they decorate,
Girls might benefit from experiences in crafts other then needlecraft for which a
four-year course has been planned, Unfortunately, because there are few women to
teach the subject, the first year girls omit needlecraft from their curriculum, and
the second year girls are teckling work which is too difficult. The best work in

the top class is satisfactory in standard; if greater emphasis were placed in all
classes on the artistic side of the work as well as on good stitchery better results
would be obtained. Religious Instruction, based upon the Authorityt's Agreed Syllabus,
is characterised by good oral teaching, the regular use of Bibles and interesting
oral and written expression, In the normel Physical Training lessons greater

demands could be made upon the children. On the other hand lively, spirited folk
dancing gives them great enjoyment and satisfaction,

This happy, industrious and successful school which is attempting to provide.a
liberal education for its boys and girls and which has set itself high stendards in
all aspects of its school life, is fortunate in having so competent a steff and so
able a Headmaster., Considerable progress has been mede during the past two years,
and it cen confidently be expected that the school will provide even greater service
to the local community which it already serves so well.
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